TOP TAKEAWAYS:

Danielle Allen’s Agenda To Reimagine
Transportation Across Massachusetts

For people all across our Commonwealth, in all kinds of situations, transportation is a shared challenge. Parents
are losing out on time with their kids because they’re stuck in long commutes. Lack of public transportation in
many rural communities creates barriers for seniors, people with disabilities, and anyone who needs to get to
services. Communities of color are facing disproportionate levels of pollution because of traffic congestion, while
small towns are emptying out because there aren’t enough good transportation options to reach jobs nearby.
And hovering over all of it is the climate crisis — and the urgent need to transition our transportation paradigm
off fossil fuels and towards renewable energy.
Great transportation helps all of us connect the dots: between home, work, our loved ones, and services like
getting to the doctor. And across Massachusetts, creating great, electric-based transportation networks and services will drive a
dynamic, inclusive economy — and a healthy climate. We can help families put the pieces together by making efficient, affordable
transit available to everyone. And we can strengthen our communities by empowering regional transit authorities to better serve
our towns and cities — all while building more seamless statewide networks that will bring us together as One Commonwealth.
To reimagine transportation for a healthy, connected Commonwealth, an Allen administration will:

• Transform our transportation infrastructure to

achieve climate resilience and justice. We will prioritize
decarbonization and electrification of the commuter rail by
enacting the Rail Vision Full Transformation Agenda, retrofit
infrastructure for climate resilience, build out electric vehicle
infrastructure, and accelerate converting all public vehicles
to electrification.

• Secure equitable, efficient transportation access

Commonwealth-wide — making a paradigm change so
that we plan for efficient, diverse transportation options for
the whole Commonwealth. We will prioritize a coordinated,
One Commonwealth strategy for transportation infrastructure,
pursue high-speed East-West passenger rail service
between the cities of Pittsfield and Boston via Springfield at
least five times daily, produce high-frequency service across
the whole commuter rail system, improve regional bus
service especially in rural areas, invest in regional transit
authorities, and support the Work & Family Mobility Act and
End Debt-Based Drivers’ License Suspensions.

• Reduce congestion and ensure safe, affordable

transit through a 10 year plan to get people out of cars
and prioritize bikes, ride shares, and keeping reliable public
transit affordable. We will pilot congestion pricing, deliver
subsidized fares for low-income people and pilot free bus
routes through high-density, low-income neighborhoods,
and work with MassDOT to create abundant safe
transportation options for cyclists and walkers.

• Build a coordinated, sustainably-resourced system.

We will improve coordination by establishing a One
Commonwealth Rail Division to coordinate commuter rail,
taking some of the burden off of the MBTA so it can better
focus on buses, subways, and waterways, and creating
a standing planning council for regional transit authorities.
To unlock economic opportunities, we will also establish
a Northeast Transportation Task Force to work on regional
transit across New England (including the North Atlantic Rail
Initiative), make sure we’re ready to quickly put federal
funds to use by developing a Stimulus Ready Projects Fund
to support preliminary design and engineering work,
support passage of the Fair Share Amendment to raise
dedicated revenue for transportation, and use innovative
public-private financing mechanisms to support our
next-generation transportation infrastructure.

• Connect transportation infrastructure to the building
blocks of prosperity. To make sure next generation
transportation infrastructure successfully helps more
people put the pieces together, we will invest in housing,
good jobs, health, and climate to reinforce and advance our
transportation goals — including by developing a good jobs
plan for workforce growth, increasing affordable housing
Commonwealth-wide, strengthening health equity, and
pursuing climate justice and deep decarbonization by 2040.
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